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Mother Mary Comes to Me

By the time you read this, we will be well

into the season of Advent, with Christmas
just around the corner. There are lots of
things| don’t really like about this time of
year, chiefly all of the pressure to buy, and to
acquire more stuff. Howard and | have dealt
with this by giving giftsto folks’ favorite
charitiesin their honor. Our dadsdon’t
really need any more ties, and our mums
have plenty of nightgowns and house
dippers. Thereisonething | really like
about Advent and Christmas, however. It’s
about the only time of year when Protestants
really pay attention to Mary.

We don'’t get alot of information in the Bible
about Mary. We know she was young,

Jewish and poor (she offered a either
turtledoves or pigeons, not alamb at Jesus’
presentation in the temple; this was the
substitute for people who could not afford a
lamb. {Lev. 12: 2—6}). We know that she was
promised in marriage to a man named
Joseph.

We also know that pre-natal carein first-
century Palestine was non-existent, as
indeed it isin many parts of the developing
world today. Childbirth was alife-
threatening event. For ayoung, unmarried
woman to be told she was having a baby (by
the angel Gabriel, no less) was risky not only
socially, but also potentially deadly.

So often, Mary isdepicted in art and
literature as a dainty, will-o0’-the-wisp dlip of
agirl. I think many artists and poets have it
wrong. No mere milquetoast female would
be brave enough to say “yes” to the divine
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request to become the Mother of God. |
think it takes a very sturdy woman to rear
God’s son to adulthood. | like to think that
Mary was a strong, feisty sort of gal who
didn’t misstoo many earthy, peasant meals.
The writer Anne Lamotte says she thinks
Mary looked like a demure version of Bette
Midler. | like that idea.

Mother Mary isamodel for all of us—men,
women, boys and girls—who seek to live a
fearless, courageous life. She trusted God
completely when shetold Gabriel, “Here |
am, the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” | am in awe of that
kind of trust, and | want to learn to liveiniit.
Mary demonstrates compl ete co-operation
with God’s plan, even through the agony of
watching her son die. The fact that she was a
mere teenager when she assented to God’s
request makes her all the more outstanding
for her wisdom and fidelity.

| pray that we may all hear God’s call to us
this Advent and Christmas season. May we
say “yes” to God’s desire for our work of
preparing for Jesus’ return by feeding the
hungry, clothing the naked, housing the
homeless, and visiting the sick and
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Blessingsto you all,



LOCAL MISSIONS

Letters from Santa

The holiday season is especially significant
when we can sharein thejoy it brings to
children. Again this year, the Deacons have
adopted two families through People to People,
and we will try to fulfill as many wishes of the
children in those families as possible.

If you are able, please help us purchase new toys
and clothing that the children have asked for in
their letters to Santa. We will try to make it
possible for each child to receive the toy of their
wish, along with awarm sweater, pair of pants
and a pair of shoes! How wonderful to know
that we are making it possible for needy families
to give their children something special for the
holidays.

1 ) I B
Adopt-a-Family
A sign up sheet is available in the Colonial Room
with details about what each child’s special wish
from Santais and his or her clothing size. The
deadline for us to deliver the giftsto People to
Peopleis Sunday, December 11.

If you would prefer to make a donation toward
the purchase of a Christmas gift for one of the
children, please let one of the Deacons know.
Thank you for your help and for helping us bring
the magic of Christmas to children in need.
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Volunteer Opportunity

The CHORE Service of the Volunteer Action
Center needs volunteers to provide useful
services to residents of Rockland County. If you
are available during the day and can handle a
hammer, work a saw or turn a screwdriver, you
can help! Volunteer your skill and talent to help
the elderly and/or handicapped people in the
county. Enjoy the company of other handy-
persons as you work together to help residents
remain safe and secure in their homes.

To volunteer, cal Janet Anderson at 364—2114.

Christmas Joy Offering

During the Christmas season, Presbyterians may
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ by giving to
the Christmas Joy offering.

Fifty percent of contributions to the Offering are
distributed to the Board of Pensions, which
provides assistance programs to support retired
and active church workers, their spouses and
families during financial difficulties.

The other fifty percent supports seven
Presbyterian-related
racial ethnic schools
and colleges
throughout the
country. The
National Ministries
Division of the
Genera Assembly
Council distributes
these funds to help
with school
operating costs and
to provide student

scholarships.
The offering will be Christmfls
received on Sunday, Joy Offerlng'
December 18 and at
the Christmas Eve service.
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Decorate the Church, November 27

Advent at New Hempstead Presbyterian Church
starts with the traditional hanging of the greens
on Sunday, November 27. The whole family can
enjoy this event because there are activities for
everyone. Those wishing to help with the actual

£y hanging of the greens
%G%gm‘v should bring garden

GREENS | shears and gloves. In
addition, freshly pruned
evergreen branches are
always welcome.

The fellowship committee will supply alight
lunch for the workers and plenty of seasonal
music.

Prayer Cards, December 4

We will hang Advent Prayer Cards on the tree on
the second Sunday in Advent. Thisisan
opportunity to write out our hopes, concerns,
joys and sorrows as we approach the birth of the
Prince of Peace.

In addition, Poinsettia orders are
due the same day. Thereisan
order form on page 6 of The
Carriage Stone.

Christmas

?V ayer

Celebrate the Installation of our
New Pastor, December 11

Thereis a special opportunity on the third
Sunday in Advent to participatein our church’s
history by witnessing the installation of the
Reverend Doctor Lori Knight-Whitehouse as our
pastor. The presbytery of Hudson River will
install the Rev. Dr. Lori Knight-Whitehouse as
pastor of New Hempstead Presbyterian Church
on Sunday, December 11 at 4 in the afternoon.

All areinvited and welcome to attend.
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Hymn Sing, December 13

From Barbara Zacheis

Are there hymns you miss singing? Favorites we
don't get to often enough or even ever in our
regular church services? Well, hereis your
opportunity to sing the songs you love or the
songsyou miss! You areinvited to attend an
open Hymn-Sing, where those attending will get
to choose hymnsto sing. If the hymns are not in
the current hymnal or the Old Blue Favorites
booklets (that have been in the pewsin the last
few years), feel free to research other hymnalsin
the church library and print out afew copies for
the hymn-sing. Bruce Rentz has kindly offered
his musical talents to accompany, and you can
even choose Christmas and Advent tunes as
well!

The Hymn Sing will be held on Tuesday
afternoon, December 13 at 1 PM. Bring some
friends with you! Pastor Lori may even add some
of these favorites to services of the futurel

Questions: speak to

Barbara Zacheis, Chair,
Christian Nurture and Spiritual
Growth

Christmas Pageant,

4 K>
Children's
December 18

Christmas Program

Please be sure to put Pageant Sunday on your
calendars! The Sunday School will present their
Pageant of the Christmas Story at the 11 AM
worship service on the fourth Sunday of Advent,
December 18.

Christmas Eve, December 24

The Christmas Eve service will be held at 8 PM
this year in the Sanctuary.
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CHRISTMA\%

DAY

Christmas Day, December 25

The Christmas Day Worship service will bea
service of lessons and carols. It will be held at
theregular 11 AM time.

Sunday School Schedule
December 4 — December 18  Nativity of Christ
December 18 Christmas Pageant
No Sunday School

No Sunday School

December 25

January 1

The Sunday School Pageant of the Christmas
Story will be presented at the 11 AM worship
service on December 18. Children who plan to
participate will need to be at rehearsals on
Saturday mornings, December 10 and 17, from
9:30to 12 noon. Please besuretotell Ledlie
Rosenow if your child(ren) would like to
participate.

Join Choir for Advent!

The adult choir has begun rehearsals for the
Advent Season. New members are always
welcome!

Choir Rehearsals are generally held on
Wednesdays from 8 to 10 PM in the Colonial
Room. Several rehearsals have been changed to
Tuesday. Please check the calendar for the
following changes. Tuesdays, November 22,
December 13 and December 20; Wednesday's,
November 30, December 7. There is no rehearsal
December 28. Choir resumes Wednesday,
January 4.
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Commit Your Time & Talents
Membership, Media, Time & Talents Committee

If you have not already done so, please take a
few minutes today to complete the Time &
Talents Survey you recently received, and return
it to the church office. Remember that your time
and your talents are valuabl e assets to your
Church, and the rewards are priceless.

In the past several weeks, many of us have made
our financial pledgesto New Hempstead
Presbyterian Church, and many will continue to
do so in the weeks ahead. However, some of us
may not be able to pledge as much as we would
like; Rockland has become an expensive place to
live, and for many, it can be difficult to make
ends meet. However, there is something else
you can give to NHPC that isjust as valuable as
your financial pledge, and thisis a commitment
of your time and talents.

What is your time worth? What about your
talents and your skills? Think about it for afew
minutes. How much would it cost to have a
plumber come to your house and fix aleaky
faucet? If you have the skill to fix a faucet here
at your church home, that’s a valuable
contribution. How much would it cost to paint
your house? If you have the time to help paint
your church home, that’s a valuable
contribution. Are you an accountant... a
teacher...do you have writing or computer skills?
Serving on the audit committee, teaching for one
week in Sunday school, contributing to the
newsletter or website...all of these are valuable
contributions.

We can easily put a monetary value on some of
these contributions, but some are priceless.
How much is it worth to make sure that a needy
family has areal thanksgiving dinner? How
about making sure a 10-year-old girl gets that
special gift on her Christmaslist? Y ou cannot
put a price on singing in the choir on a magical
Christmas Eve, or helping one of our children
memorize their lines for the Christmas pageant.
There is much to do, and so much that each of us
can offer.
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Congratulations to Tim Maroney who was
elected to the Session at a congregational
meeting on Sunday, November 13. Thanks, Tim,
for giving of your time and talents in this way.

c% 77— Therewill beno
/ ’///,.1‘\"// separate January issue

) /  of The Carriage Stone
From the &od e

: Instead, there will be a
Editor o
January/February

issue coming out later in January. The deadline
for this combined issue is Sunday January 8. By
adjusting our publishing schedule in this way,
both Shirley and | are able to enjoy aless
stressful Christmas season.

by December 4.

Please purchase

Name:

To order poinsettias, please return this form along with a check made
payable to the New Hempstead Presbyterian Church (and marked
Christmas flowers) to: 484 New Hempstead Road, New City NY 10956

(how many) poinsettias for me at $15 each.

The Rev. Heather Morrison-Y aden has taken the
job of Temporary Supply at the Calvary
Presbyterian Church on Staten Island. She will
be leading worship and preaching, supporting
the church's Bible Study and prayer groups,
moderating Session and Deacon meetings, and
doing hospital visitations there. Calvary
Presbyterian is an older congregation, though
they do have a small but growing immigrant
population in attendance. The church is about
four miles from Heather's home and she will be
commuting from there. The position is half time
and six months in duration (renewable) while
the church continues its search for an installed
pastor.

Bill continues to work for the Coast Guard. Jess
started college thisfall. Stuart isin elementary
school and Heather is a class parent and
member of the PTA.

Phone:

To the Glory of God

In memory of:

I (we) would like the poinsettias to be dedicated as follows:

In Celebration of Christ’s birth
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