
   

We are pleased to welcome the Rev. Dr. Thomas A. Hughart 

as our temporary supply Pastor for a period of six months 

commencing the first of January 2005. Dr. Hughart was 

pastor, and then co-pastor of the Bedford Presbyterian 

Church for 35 years. He then served as Interim Pastor at the 

First Presbyterian Church of Greenwich, CT; Central 

Presbyterian Church on Park Avenue in NYC; and All Souls 

Parish, The First Presbyterian Church in Port Chester, NY. 

 

Dr. Hughart is President of Ethics 

Management Consultants, Inc. in Bedford, 

NY. He is a graduate of Union Theological 

Seminary, NYC and received a doctorate in 

social ethics from San Francisco 

Theological Seminary. Dr. Hughart lives in 

Bedford, NY with his working-wife Gloria; 

they are the parents of two sons and one 

daughter, and the grandparents to nine 

grandchildren.   
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The Numbering of Days  

The beginning of a new year is an occasion 
to think about the meaning of time. J. T. 
Fraser once wrote, Tell me what you think 
of time, and I shall know what to think of 
you. By this, he was indicating that there 
are several ways of perceiving time. Each of 
these reflects differences in our 
personalities. For some people, continuity is 
established in their lives by relating previous 
experiences to the present. For them, time is 
on a line flowing from the past to the present 
and into the future. For other people, time is 
circular; time past becomes time present, 
and then immediately returns to the past as 
memory. Their typical response to a given 
situation is, Oh, yes, that reminds me of... 
They tend to be uncomfortable in new 
situations, and to avoid making decisions 
that would sever ties with the past, or 
change their lives greatly. For still others, 
time gives meaning to events, and for such 
people meaning is found in what place the 
events will take in the past, rather than in 
terms of what effect they have in the present, 
or where they might lead in the future. The 
ability to put events in historical order 
enables them to see how events are valued in 
the light of history and eternal principles 
inherited from the past. During the recent 
presidential election, we heard much about 
how those events related to similar 
occasions in the past, and speculation about 
what historians of the future will say about 
what happened. For still other people, time 
is now. They always know what day of the 
week it is, what time of day it is, and for 
them time is serious, real and demanding. 
They don t want to waste a minute, and if 
they are not doing two or three things at the 
same time, they are missing out on life. Life 
is a happening of the moment; where it 

came from and where it is going are matters 
of minor importance. They eventually learn 
that the timeless and momentous are real, 
but they never wholly believe it. They do not 
experience time as flowing, and any delay is 
annoying. They are skillful in power plays, 
and if told to be patient, and endure a delay 
of a month or two, they will maneuver others 
into fulfilling their wishes immediately. For 
still others, time is meaningful because of 
what the future holds. For them, the present 
is a pale shadow of what is yet to come. 
Surely, the Wise Men must have been of this 
type. And probably the Apostle Paul, who 
spoke of the present as a time when we see 
through a glass darkly, and the future as a 
time when we will see face-to-face. Their 
greatest strength is in their ability to inspire 
others with a vision of the future. The 
recognition of the many worlds of time is a 
crucial step in our effort to number our days.   

What have been some beginnings in your 
life?  

What did they demand of you?  

Where did they lead you?  

What of beginnings that you halted, gave up 
on, aborted or forsook? What is it like to 
begin and then not to continue?  

What would you name as the most 
significant beginning in your life?  

What beginnings have been profitable? 
Costly? Mysterious?  

At times of new beginnings what was the 
word that was there? Who or what was 

such a word? How was it spoken? What did 
it say? In Jesus Christ, we see the Word of 
God spoken to us. 
What is He 
saying to you 
today? 


