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The English Church

 

The Ash 
Wednesday 
Service will be 
February 6 at 
8 PM  
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Already Lent 
The Christmas feast is already a fading memory, 

And already the mind begins to be vaguely aware 

Of an unpleasant whiff of apprehension at the thought 

Of Lent and Good Friday, which cannot, after all, now 

Be very far off.

  

So wrote W. H. Auden in his work, For the Time Being. The words ring especially true this 
year, with Ash Wednesday about as early as it can be

 

February 3. Goodness, but I m not 
even recovered from Christmas! 

But such is life. If we wait until we re ready for something, we d probably miss a lot that life 
has to offer a lot that God has to offer. I ve said it before, but I really do believe that Lent 
need not be a time of long faces and merely giving up chocolate or wine.   

Lent is a time to study how Jesus lived his life how he was never separated from God. All of 
his life and ministry revolved around his desire to do God s will. It is with good reason that 
Christians understand Psalm 40:7-8 to refer to J esus: Then I said, Here I am; in the scroll of 
the book it is written of me. I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart. 
The more deeply we imitate J esus life of prayer, study, and obedience to God, the more 
faithfully we as individuals and as a congregation will carry out God s will.   

Where is God calling to us? Are there hungry people to feed, maybe even to invite to dinner? 
Are there those with no housing or substandard housing who need shelter? Are there lonely 
people to befriend? Are there sick or imprisoned folk to visit, to pray with and for?   

Where will Jesus lead us this Lent? Ready or not        
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The Ash Wednesday Worship service will be 
held at 8 PM on Wednesday, February 6 in the 
Sanctuary. As Lori pointed out, Lent comes 
early this year, so be sure to mark your 
calendar.   

Notes from the Chair of Worship, 
Music and the Arts 

From Barbara Zacheis 

 

There is a calendar on the bulletin board in 
the Colonial Room for sponsoring flowers 
for the Sanctuary during services. Please 
feel free to sign up for a given Sunday by 
putting your name in the Sunday box, and 
your intention to the right of it. Remember 
to send in your check for $30 to cover the 
cost, or you can put it in the offering basket 

 

mark your check memo flowers. Please 
remember to take your 
flowers at the end of the 
service! 

 

We need more 
volunteers who may be 
contacted on occasion 
to arrange the flowers 
for the sanctuary. Please contact Barbara 
Zacheis if interested. 

 

If you are interested in serving as a lay 
leader or usher and have not been 
contacted, please let Barbara Zacheis know, 
and you will quickly be scheduled! 

 

The Worship Committee will meet on 
January 30, at 8 PM. All are welcome to 
attend! 

Wanted: Video Camera 

From the Deacons 

The video camera in the sanctuary balcony has 
served us well but is old and has broken down. 
It does not pay to have it fixed  it would be 
less expensive to buy a new one. In re-
evaluating our needs, however, we have 
determined that its principal function is to 
provide a video feed to the Colonial Room 
during the Worship service. That being its only 
use, we have determined 
that the church does not 
need a fancy, complex 
machine. 

It occurs to us that there 
might be members of the 
congregation who have an 
older video camera that 
functions properly but which has been put on 
the shelf when a newer model was purchased. 
Such a machine might fill our needs perfectly 
well.  

If you are someone who has such a camera and 
who might be willing to donate it, please speak 
to Marc Bidon or another Deacon.   

The annual meeting of the congregation and 
corporation of New Hempstead Presbyterian 
Church will be held on February 10, 2008 
immediately following the worship service. 

Shirley A. Martignetti  
Office Manager,  
New Hempstead Presbyterian Church 


