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The Blessings of  
Great Leadership  

The Presbyterian Church has always understood leadership to be a shared responsibility. Here at New 
Hempstead, we are blessed with a Session and a Board of Deacons who are dedicated to their tasks and 
their ordination vows. 

So, what are the responsibilities of these two leadership boards? The Book of Order defines the duties of 
Elders this way: 

Elders should be persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment. Their manner of 
life should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel, both within the church and in 
the world. It is the duty of elders, individually and jointly, to strengthen and nurture 
the faith and life of the congregation committed to their charge. Together with the 
pastor, they should encourage the people in the worship and service of God, equip 
and renew them for their tasks within the church and for their mission in the world, 
visit and comfort and care for the people, with special attention to the poor, the sick, 
the lonely, and those who are oppressed. They should inform the pastor and session 
of those persons and structures which may need special attention. They should 
assist in worship. They should cultivate their ability to teach the Bible and may be 
authorized to supply places which are without the regular ministry of the Word and 
Sacrament. In specific circumstances and with proper instruction, specific elders 
may be authorized by the presbytery to administer the Lord s Supper. Those duties 
which all Christians are bound to perform by the law of love are especially 
incumbent upon elders because of their calling to office and are to be fulfilled by 
them as official responsibilities. 

Our Session are hard-working men and women, led by our Clerk of Session, Sue Rentz, who work 
prayerfully to fulfill these duties. But they do not work alone! Each Elder chairs a committee of members 
of the congregation so that involvement in the ministry of our congregation has as much input as 
possible.   

Here is a list of Session committees together with their chairs and a description of their work: 

Fellowship        Joe Bermudez 
If you like to eat and party, this committee s for you! 

Media and Communications  Jocelyne Daniel 
This committee works to publicize events and special worship services in our 
community. 

Worship, Music and the Arts  Barbara Zacheis 
Plans worship services, special concerts and art and drama events 

Stewardship and Finance   Ed Garcia 
Plans stewardship campaigns, proposes budgets and presents fundraising plans to the 
Session 

Office and Personnel   Cathy Greenhalgh 
Conducts annual reviews of staff, is in charge of office equipment  
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Christian Nurture and Spiritual Development      Vanessa Greenwald 
Has oversight of Sunday school, Bible Studies, Book Discussions, VBS and Youth 
Group 

Mission and Outreach   Janine Kallé 
Plans and carries out special offerings and hands-on mission projects. 

Facilities Management   Walter Smith 
Cares for buildings and grounds (repairs, painting, etc.)  

I know I can speak for all of these chairpeople when I say they will welcome you with open arms! Pray 
about where you can best use your gifts and skills and contact a session member to say on which 
committee you d like to serve.   

Now to our Board of Deacons. The Book of Order defines the office of Deacon thus:  

The office of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of sympathy, witness and service 
after the example of Jesus Christ. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, of 
exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, warm sympathies, and sound judgment 
should be chosen for this office. It is the duty of deacons, first of all, to minister to 
those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to any who may be in 
distress both within and beyond the community of faith. They shall assume such 
other duties as may be delegated to them from time to time by the session, such as 
leading the people in worship through prayers of intercession, reading the 
Scriptures, presenting the gifts of the people and assisting with the Lord s Supper. 

Our Board of Deacons, or Diaconate, work very hard fulfilling this call. In addition to sympathy, witness 
and service, they have also undertaken a refurbishment of the Colonial room and would welcome any and 
all to help as they complete this task. 

The Deacons are ably moderated by Terry Lucas. The Board is made up of the following: 

Carmen Bermudez                                     Karen Martin 
Marc Bidon     Liring Nangoi  
Donna Butson    Suzanne Panaro 
Percy Crockett    Kristen Rabeler 
Wendy Keryk    Roida Siregar 
Teri Lowinger 

When there is any sort of pastoral need, call me or any elder or deacon.   

There are other church leaders in addition to the two leadership boards. For example, our church 
treasurer is Mark Zacheis, who does an excellent job of keeping our books and records clean and in order. 

It is my great privilege to serve this congregation alongside such dedicated, 
talented leadership. I am grateful to and for each and every member of the Session 
and Diaconate, and am blessed to have the joyful privilege of serving you, this 
congregation, with them. 

Lenten Blessings, 




