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A Blessed Easter to You  
Blessings to you all this holy season of 
Easter! After 6 weeks of prayer and 
introspection, the Church turns its attention 
to the resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We move from the minor key of Lent into 
the triumphant trumpet-blast and joy-filled 
chorus of Easter.   

Easter the Resurrection forms the heart 
of Christian Worship.  The God of 
Resurrection is the focus of worship.  Too 
often, we forget that God is the focus.  Folk 
may say, I come to Church to hear the choir 
sing; I go the church for the sermon; or I 
go to church ever week to get my spiritual 
fill-up.  Because our culture teaches us to 

think in terms of what we 
get out of an event, all too 
often, we forget that we are 
not the reason for 
worship God is the reason.  
God is the only being 
worthy of our honor, praise 
and glorification. To put it 
baldly, it s not about us!  
It s all about God!   

The Christian tradition 
teaches that worship is 
going on perpetually 
around the Throne of God.  
Isaiah 6 reminds us of the 
six-winged cherubim who 
sing God s praise around 
God s throne.  Revelation 4 

tells us of the four creatures who Day and 
night without ceasing, they sing, Holy, holy, 
holy, the Lord God the Almighty, who was 
and is and is to come.  Worship of God has 
gone on, and will go on, eternally.  What a 
privilege we have to join in with the angels 
and believers of every time and place to sing 
the glory of God s name; to praise God for all 
of God s mighty acts.   

It is a special blessing to leave a worship 
service feeling elated or blessed, or 
spiritually filled.  But just because we don t 
feel that way doesn t mean worship didn t 
happen. Worship will happen because God 
commands it to happen!  Come, let us 
worship and bow down, let us kneel before 
the Lord our maker!  says the Psalmist. 

At 11:00 on Sunday morning (10:00 in the 
summer) we have the great honor of 
dropping all other concerns and thoughts, 
focusing our attention on God alone, and 
joining with the angels to give glory 
and honor to God.  What a high and holy 
calling, what a joy and privilege this us for us 
who bear the name of the Risen Lord Jesus 
Christ!   

May you know this blessing at Easter, and 
throughout the year,   
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Holy Week Fellowship  
Palm Sunday Lunch 

To begin Holy Week, the Fellowship Committee 
will again prepare for the Annual Palm Sunday 
Lunch. This year Palm Sunday falls on April 1. 
There will be a luncheon immediately after 
service at Murchison Hall. We welcome all 
members and friends of the congregation to 
bring a covered dish. Please invite your family 
and friends. The Fellowship Committee will 
provide coffee, refreshments and a special cake. 
Please sign our lunch poster and let us know 
what you are bringing and how many people are 
coming. 

Easter Breakfast 

We will again be enjoying a full breakfast on 
Easter Sunday, April 8. The 
Easter Morning Sunrise 
Service will start at  
8 AM at Murchison Hall 
followed immediately by the 
breakfast. 

Easter Egg Hunt 

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt after the 11 AM 
Easter Service on the great lawn and playground, 
hosted by the Youth Group. Please plan to have 

your child 
participate!  Different 
areas are designated 
for the different age 
groups, so all can 
enjoy! 

Quilt Auction to Benefit  
Women s Shelter 

From Wendy Keryk 

On Sunday, April 1 during our Palm Sunday 
Luncheon in Murchison Hall, we will hold a 
silent auction to raise funds for the Rockland 
women s shelter. Six one of a kind sample quilts 
have been donated to us for this purpose. Each is 
beautifully designed of 100% cotton fabric and 
fill. The quilts fit a queen or a full size bed. 
Alternatively, the quilts can be displayed draped 
over a couch or used as a decorative wall 
hanging.     

Two of the quilts are already on exhibit in the 
Colonial Room. Color photos will be in the 
online edition of The Carriage Stone. 
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Video Lecture 

From Barbara 
Zacheis  

Our next video lecture will be given by Marcus 
Borg on Sunday, April 22, at 1 PM in the 
Colonial Room. We had a wonderful response to 
the previous lecture by Desmond Tutu, with a 
lively discussion afterwards.  Please consider 
joining us!   

Rockland Symphony Orchestra 

The Rockland Symphony Orchestra will hold a 
concert at 3 PM on Sunday, April 22 at the 
Cultural Arts Theatre at RCC. This will be their 
pops concert and will feature Gershwin s 
Rhapsody in Blue. Konstantin Burla will be the 
piano soloist. For more information on the 
concert contact Barbara Hurley or see  
www.rocklandsymphony.org       

Celebration of Baptism 

Ryan Edward Garcia, son of Amy and Todd 
Garcia, brother of Rachael and grandson of 
Valarie and Ed Garcia, received the Sacrament of 
Baptism during Worship on Sunday March 11. 
Sponsoring Ryan were his Godparents, Richard 
and Susan Loretto.          

We received this letter from Jim Craig (Jane 
Craig s nephew) regarding the bookmarks sent 
by the Sunday School class:   

Dr. Knight-Whitehouse, 

I wanted to write to let you know that I 
received the wonderful book marks from 
the Sunday School class! They are not only 
very beautiful, but they really mean a lot. 
At first, I saw the package and said, Well, 
this is quite random. but then I quickly 
realized this was my Aunt Jane s church! 

Again, thank you so much for your kind 
gift and prayers! 

I look forward to seeing you all again in 
the near future. 

Sincerely,  
Jim Craig 
Balad, Iraq 

   

Special Music at NHPC 

Barbara Zacheis will give a French Horn Recital 
on May 19 at 7 PM in the Sanctuary. A free-will 
collection will be taken to 
benefit the New Hempstead 
Presbyterian Church. All are 
invited! She will perform 
Richard Strauss' Second Horn 
Concerto and Reinhold Gliere's 
Concerto for Horn. 


