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What I Did on My 
Summer Vacation  

m writing this on the plane back from 
Dublin, with all sorts of images 
running through my mindlots of 

green; lots of rain; some days of glorious 
sunshine.  I expected that the highlights of 
our trip would be seeing the sites 
associated with one of I reland s patron 
saints, Saint Patrick.  While I did see 
several of these, they were dwarfed by my 
experience at Newgrange. 

Newgrange is a prehistoric passage tomb, 
built long before even the Celts arrived in 
Ireland, about 3500 BCE (Before the 
Common Era).  It is a very large mound 
with a cave constructed deep inside, in 
which the cremated remains of folk in the 
community were interred. It is believed 
that the builders worshipped a sun god, 
and this event of Solstice, the sunrise on 
the shortest day of the year, was the point 
at which the sun god blessed the earth with 
fertility and new life, as well as the victory 
of light over darkness, and life over death.    

Newgrange is a site that proves the 
ancients had an impressive knowledge of 
astronomy:  at dawn on the Winter 
Solstice, a beam of sunlight enters this 
tomb through a roof box in the top of the 
doorway and slowly illumines the burial 
chamber. Our guide demonstrated this by 
turning out the lights and shining his 
flashlight toward the opening.  It was the 
first time I had ever thought about what it 
might have been like for Jesus as he was 
raised from the dead, and it was an 
incredibly moving experience for me.     

The desire for a benevolent Deity is as old 
as humankind itself. As Christians, we 
claim that this Deity has become one of us 
in Jesus the Christ. Such a claim must 
never make us arrogant about our 
superior knowledge, as many Victorian 

visitors to Newgrange no doubt felt:  Well, 
we re better off than the ancient pagans 
were, we know Jesus. God s self-revelation 
in Jesus is, in Paul s 
words, treasure in 
earthen vessels. 
While we stand in a 
long line of 
humanity who seek a 
benevolent deity, we 
have the treasure of 
the Good News that 
God has come to us, a good and loving 
God, in Christ. 

The ancients built monuments such as 
Newgrange to honor their deities.  Our God 
requires our lives as a living monument to 
God s grace in Jesus Christ.  May the Sun 
of Righteousness continue to rise in our 
individual lives, and in our life as a 
congregation.  

Blessings,  


