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A Letter from God

My Newsletter column this month is
courtesy of Sue Rentz. Thise-mail from her
was too good not to pass on to everyone.

Advent and Christmas
Blessings, 0

A letter from God to His children:
Dear children,

It has come to my attention that many of you
are upset that folks are taking My name out
of the season. Maybe you've forgotten that |
wasn't actually born during this time of the
year and that it was some of your
predecessors who decided to celebrate My
birthday on what was actually atime of
pagan festival. Although | do appreciate
being remembered anytime.

How | personally feel about this celebration
can probably be most easily understood by
those of you who have been blessed with
children of your own. | don't care what you
call theday. If you want to celebrate My
birth just, get along and love one
another!

Now, having said that let Me go on.

If it bothers you that the town in which you
live doesn't allow a scene depicting My birth,
then just get rid of a couple of Santas and
snowmen and put in asmall Nativity scene
on your own front lawn. If all My followers
did that, there wouldn't be any need for such
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a scene on the town square because there
would be many of them all around town.

Stop worrying about the fact that people are
calling the tree a holiday tree, instead of a

Christmastree. | made all trees. Y ou can and
may remember Me anytime you see any tree.

Decorate a grape vine if you wish: | actually
spoke of that one in ateaching explaining
who | am in relation to you and what each of
our tasks were. If you have forgot that one,
look up John 15: 1-8.

If you want to give Me a present in
remembrance of My birth, hereis my wish
list. Choose something from it:

1. Instead of writing protest letters
objecting to the way My birthday is
being celebrated, write letters of love
and hope to soldiers away from home.
They are terribly afraid and lonely
thistime of year. | know, they tell Me
al thetime.

2. Visit someonein anursing home. Y ou
don't have to know them personally.
They just need to know that someone
cares about them.

3. Instead of writing to George
complaining about the wording on
the cards his staff sent out this year,
why don't you write and tell him that
you'll be praying for him and his
family thisyear. Then follow up. It
will be nice hearing from you again.

4. Instead of giving your children alot of
gifts you can't afford and they don't
need, spend time with them. Tell
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Letter from God

them the story of My birth, and why |
cameto live with you down here.
Hold them in your arms and remind
them that | love them.

. Pick someone that has hurt you in the
past and forgive him or her.

. Did you know that someone in your
town will attempt to take their own
life this season because they feel so
alone and hopeless? Since you don't
know who that personis, try giving
everyone you meet awarm smile. It
could make the difference. In
addition, you might consider
supporting thelocal Hot Line: they
talk with people like that every day.

. Instead of nit picking about what the
retailer in your town calls the holiday,
be patient with the people who work
there. Give them awarm smile and a
kind word. Even if they are not
allowed to wish you a “Merry
Christmas” that doesn't keep you
from wishing them one. Then stop
shopping there on Sunday. If the
store didn't make so much money on
that day, they'd close and let their
employees spend the day at home
with their families.
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8. If you really want to make a
difference, support a missionary,
especially one who takes My love and
Good News to those who have never
heard My name. Y ou may already
know someone like that.

9. Heresagood one. There are
individuals and whole familiesin
your town who not only will have no
“Christmas” tree, but neither will they
have any presentsto give or receive. If
you don't know them (and | suspect
you don't) buy some food or afew
gifts and give them to the Marines,
the Salvation Army or some other
charity that believesin Me and they
will make the delivery for you.

10. Finally, if you want to make a
statement about your belief in and
loyalty to Me, then behave like a
Christian. Don't do things in secret
that you wouldn't do in My presence.
L et people know by your actions that
you are one of mine.

P.S. Don't forget; | am God and can take care
of Mysdlf. Just love Me and do what | have
told you to do. I'll take care of all the rest.
Check out the list above and get to work;
timeisshort. I'll help you, but the ball is
now in your court. Do have a most blessed
Christmas with all those whom you love.

And remember, | love youl!
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Thanksgiving Baskets

From Carmen Bermudez

The Thanksgiving basket event went off with
flying colors. We had lots of help and good
fellowship. | want to thank all who stayed and
helped after Sunday service. We packed 102
baskets, which were picked up from Murchison
Hall on Monday morning, November 20. | want
to thank Joe Bermudez, Percy Crockett, Jack
Landers, Ed and Val Garciafor being there early
to help send the
baskets on their
way. In addition,
special thanksto
Terry Lucasfor i
tireless shopping.

Special thanksto Marc Bidon for being my right
hand and left too. Thank God we only have
twelve months before we have to do this again.

God Blessyou all and | wish you all awonderful
Thanksgiving.

Greeting Card Update

From Wendy Keryk
The response to the greeting cards has been
overwhelming. The note cards are all sold out at

this point. We do have afew Christmas cards
left; see a Deacon if you are interested.

Thank you everyone for supporting this effort.
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Letters from Santa

From Marian Maroney

Christmas is especially significant when we can
sharein thejoy it brings to children. Again this
year, the Deacons have adopted families through
People to People, and we will try to fulfill as
many wishes of the children in those families as
possible.

If you are able, please help us purchase new toys
and clothing that the children have asked for in
their letters to Santa. We will try to make it
possible for each child to receive the toy of their
wish, along with awarm sweater, pair of pants
and a pair of shoes! How wonderful to know that
we are making it possible for needy familiesto
give their children something special for the
holidays.

1 . Rl
Adopt-a-Family
A sign up sheet is available in the Colonial Room
with details about what each child’s special wish
from Santais and his or her clothing size. The
deadline for usto deliver the gifts to People-to-
People is Sunday, December 10.

If you would prefer to make a donation toward
the purchase of a Christmas gift for one of the
children, please let one of the Deacons know.
Thank you for your help and for helping us bring
the magic of Christmas to children in need.
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Christmas Joy
Offering

From Janine Kallé

Presbyterians have
long celebrated the
birth of Jesus Christ
by giving generously
to an Advent offering.
The Christmas Joy
Offering dates back to
the 1930s wherhe
former Presbyterian
Church in the United
States (PCUS) began
an offering to
supplement inadequate retirement income and
provide supplemental medical insurance for
former ministers, missionaries, church workers,
and their families. In the late 1940s thbatame
the Joy Gift.

In the former United Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America (UPCUSA), a
Christmas offering was first taken in 1960.
Called the White Gift, its funds were used for
general mission and world reli¢h 1973, the
offering was used to assist former servants of the
church who were living on inadequate pensions

In 1974 minority education was added, and in
1979 nursing home care assistamesincluded.
Funds were distributed evenly between the
Boardof Pensions and minority education.

In 1988,the PCUS and the UPCUSA offerings
were joined into one offering, the Christmas
Offering Joy Gift. The General Assembly set a
goal that neither thBoard of Pensionsor the
racial ethnic schools would suffer in the merger
of the Joy Gift and the Christmas Offering. It
was several years before the General Assembly
decided that the fairest way to achieve their goa
was to divide the offering evenly.

In 1989 the offdng was renamed the Christmas
Joy Offering, and in 1991 the General Assembly
changed the distribution of funds to 50 percent
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to the Board of Pensions and 50 percent to the
Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and colleges.

Through theBoard of Pension&inancial
Assistance Programs, the Christmas Joy Offering
recognizes the faithfulness of current and retired
church workers by providing funds to help them
through difficult times.

To help retired church workers andithe
surviving spouses, the board offénsome
Supplement® raise incomes to a level where
retirees can live modestly and continue to
maintain their independence. If these
individuals’ income does not support their
housing needs, the board providésusimg
Supplements

The Shared Grant Prograns open to all

current and retired church workers. Governing
bodies, congregations and employing
organizations offer the grants to church workers
who have financial need or an emergency. The
board shares the fundimgjually with this

partner organization.

Many times Shared GranteandEmergency
Assistance Grantseet needs that might be
considered routine, such as additional medical
or dental expenses not covered by insurance.
Perhaps a retiree needs a little helpimfor
equipment or services not covered by traditional
insurance. Other times, grants may help a
church worker meet unexpected financial needs
or recover from a natural disaster.

Each of these grants is an expression of
Presbyterians’ faithful witnessto and sharing of
the love of Christ for all peopl&haredand
EmergencyAssistancé&rantshelp people with
financial needs resulting from a variety of
problems: an unemployed spouse, a flood or
tornado, a seriously ill child, or unexpected
family expensegOften, recipients of grants large
and small say that as important as the financial
assistance was, what really sustained them was
the knowledge that the church was standing with
them in their time of need.

Please prayerfully consider giving generously to
this offering.
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